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In the month of January, 1797, he received at
Calcutta the unexpected intelligence of his ap-
pointment to command the army of Madras,, with
a seat in the Council,, and the rank of Lieutenant-
General; he accordingly proceeded,, with all prac-
ticable expedition,, to Madras, and entered upon
his duties as Cominander-m-Cblef in the following
month.

After a short experience of his position in the
Council at Madras, he felt that the military
patronage was so entirely in the hands of the
civil government,, as to be detrimental to the
public service; he therefore discharged an indis-
pensable but painful duty in claiming the right of
primary recommendation of military officers for
regimental and other services, which had no poli-
tical or civil character. The Court of Directors
thought his representations reasonable, and deter-
mined that several of the military appointments
which he had specified might be properly trans-
ferred to the recommendation of the Commander-
in-Chief., who had the best means of appreciating
the merits and qualities of those under his imme-
diate authority. The officers of the Madras army
were hence indebted to Lord Harris for the better
opportunities which their chief has since enjoyed
of recommending and rewarding them.